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W       elcome, I hope you enjoy these latest 
original paintings which are all for sale.

They are all pure watercolours. That means they 
use only translucent artist-quality pigments, 
relying on the whiteness of the paper shining 
through the paint to give the overall tonal 
integrity. No white paint or opaque colour is 
used.

I’m passionate about the pure watercolour 
technique since it best reflects natural light 
which, after all, is the true medium of the 
landscape and railway painter. I also strive hard 
to use as few brush strokes as possible. Railway 
paintings need more precise brush work, but 
all my paintings have the same underlying 
technique which I’m constantly trying to 
improve.

I use paper made of cotton fibres not wood 
pulp, which is less robust. In preparation, each 
piece of ‘cotton-rag’ paper is soaked in a sink 
then stretched on a wooden board. As it dries, 
it shrinks. The paper becomes drum-taught and 
flat.

Soaking the paper again, I then apply the first 
colour. It dries leaving a minuscule coating of 
gum arabic over the pigment, sealing it. During 
painting I repeatedly hose the painting with 
fresh water from the natural spring supply in the 
studio, so free of all artificially-added chemicals. 
This avoids brushing on water which would 
disturb the previous wash of colour underneath.

I lay mixes of watercolour in one area, and tip 
the wet painting so that the colour spreads 
across the stretched paper. As it moves, the 
paint-mix separates, grains and settles giving 
the beautifully subtle effects upon which I rely 
to describe the spread and ‘bounce’ of light. It’s 
taken me 52 years to learn to get the effects I 
want thus far – and I’m still learning!

One painting will be ‘hosed’ and soaked with 
tens of different washes, sometimes over a 
hundred, slowly building up colour, tone and 
depth. Between each wash I’m watching intently 
to see if the drying paint is describing what I 
have observed. That also gives me time to think 
carefully about what the painting is trying to 
communicate – sometimes a light effect, often 
also an idea, feeling or metaphor.

I leave the painting of lines with brush marks 
as late as possible in the process, so that the 
underlying light-effects tell the true story.

It takes about a month from stretching the 
paper to being happy enough that the finished 
piece says what I set out to communicate. Then 
I sign the painting and it appears here.

Although the images in this catalogue are only 
electronic on-screen reproductions, and colours 
vary from screen to screen, I hope you enjoy 
the experience. If you want to see the originals, 
please contact me.
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J   ust south of Holy Island, off the 
Northumbrian coast, you can see 

across the sands to the outer rocks of the 
Farne Islands, marked by the Longstone 
Lighthouse. It’s here that Grace Darling’s 
heroics saved shipwrecked sailors – a tiny 
figure standing far off in history as an 
example of human courage.

Image size: 32 x 25 cm

Framed painting: £275

Longstone Lighthouse
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43

CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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The open arms of the piers at Whitby 
harbour are designed to break the 

North Sea waves. But they also form a 
cauldron in some storms, requiring vessels 
to run the guantlet of wind, waves and 
spray before reaching safe harbour. Here 
Turner’s colours describe a modern run for 
refuge. 

Image size: 48 x 30 cm

Framed painting: £350

Whitby Storm
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CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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The Western Isles of Lewis, Harris, North 
and South Uist are Britain’s outer 

defence against the Atlantic. Just inside 
this barrier The Minch can be mill pond or 
maelstrom. As sun rises, the strait between 
Harris and the tiny island of Berneray, off 
North Uist, is offering safe fishing... this 
time.

Image size: 44 x 32 cm

Framed painting: £350

Dawn Fishing
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CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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I   n the north bay of Scolpaig on North 
Uist the huge Atlantic swell turns and 

breaks on the rocks at the end of its 
thousand-mile journey.

Image size: 70 x 50 cm

Framed painting: £750

Bay Wave
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CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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The second painting of this shoulder of 
moor above Levisham station.   

The Highland cattle which waited 
patiently in the bleak ‘Snowscape’ are 
now being rewarded by the glories of a 
warm sunrise told in the palette of Turner 
colours.

Image size: 68 x 47 cm

Framed painting: £750

Newtondale Dawn
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CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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Snow rolls across the Yorkshire Moors in 
massive clouds to deliver yet another 

layer onto the farm house lying above 
Newtondale.

Image size: 48 x 31 cm

Framed painting: £300

Through the Snow
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CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.

www.warehouseart.com 4

Copyright © Christopher Ware. All rights reserved.

http://warehouseart.com/dev/christopher-ware/contact/
http://www.warehouseart.com
http://www.warehouseart.com


Soft sunlight falls on the massive 
limestone blocks which form 

Richmond’s falls, channelling the ever-
changing River Swale through the 
Yorkshire Dales.

Image size: 48 x 30 cm

Framed painting: £300

Richmond Falls
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CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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My favourite dale seems wild, 
yet shows many signs of man’s 

occupation. These timeless stone 
barns seem to resist ageing and tell of 
dependability and duration.

Image size: 68 x 48 cm

Framed painting: £625

Muker Barns
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CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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A national landmark crossed by a 
heritage classic. This unique view 

of Ribblehead viaduct shows Scots 
Guardsman crossing through an arch of its 
own steam.

Also available as a limited edition print in 
various sizes in our online shop.

Image size: 70 x 50 cm

Framed painting: £750

Prints in various sizes – please ask. 

Ribblehead

CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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Battle of Britain class Manston and West 
Country class Wadebridge, still in their 

air-smoothed casings, cross beneath the 
boxed footbridge at Salisbury. They show 
a great deal more elegance than their 
nickname ‘Spam Cans’ suggests! 

Also available as a limited edition print in 
various sizes in our online shop.

Image size: 66 x 46 cm

Framed painting: £600

Manston and Wadebridge

CONTACT4

If you are interested in buying this painting, 
please contact Chris:

or telephone 01751 470112 to discuss. 
Collection of paintings can be arranged.
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